
Request delegated authority to accept a capital asset donation with an approximate value of 
$260,000 from Astrix Technology Group, Inc. to the Department of Public Health’s Public Health 
Laboratory.

SUBJECT

June 18, 2013

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

ACCEPTANCE OF GOVERNMENT FURNISHED STRUCTURE AND RELATED 
EQUIPMENT/GIFTS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH’S PUBLIC HEALTH 

LABORATORY
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) 

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Delegate authority to the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to 
accept a capital asset donation/gift, a new laboratory modular facility unit, from Astrix Technology 
Group, Inc. (ATGI), subsequent to installation adjacent to the existing Public Health Laboratory 
(PHL) facility in Downey and inspection, with an approximate value of $260,000, to support testing 
operations within DPH’s PHL.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

In accordance with County policy, donations in excess of $10,000 require acceptance by the Board 
of Supervisors.

Approval of the recommended action will allow DPH to accept a capital asset donation of a new 
laboratory modular facility unit to house the DPH PHL Air Sample Testing Program which includes 
laboratory information technology (IT) equipment and other furnishings.  
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As contractor to the United States Department of Homeland Security (USDHS), ATGI will install the 
new modular unit and remove an existing outdated portable laboratory trailer that is beyond repair 
and has reached the end of its normal service life.  The new laboratory modular facility is being built 
by Design Space Modular Buildings, Inc.  After installation and inspection by the DPH PHL and the 
USDHS, the USDHS will turn over ownership of the modular to ATGI.  ATGI will transfer ownership 
of the modular facility to Los Angeles County, allowing uninterrupted maintenance of the operational 
standards of the Air Sample Testing Program.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended action supports Goal 1, Operational Effectiveness, of the County’s Strategic Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

All costs associated with the removal of the current trailer, any new construction, and re-location of 
IT equipment and related furnishings will be borne by the USDHS.  Upon transfer of ownership, DPH 
will assume responsibility for the routine maintenance and upkeep costs associated with the new 
unit, as currently being done with the existing trailer.  Therefore, there is no anticipated increase to 
net County cost.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Section 2.4.2 of the County Fiscal Manual authorizes County departments to accept donations in 
excess of $10,000 with Board approval.

The Air Sample Testing Program adjacent to the PHL is an early-warning environmental monitoring 
sampling system that was deployed to protect residents from a potential biological attack.  It is 
authorized and funded by the USDHS.  Air samples are collected daily to detect trace amounts of 
biological materials.  The Program’s incident response requirements mandate that results be 
reported to the DPH PHL Director and to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.  Reagents and consumables for the Program are funded by the USDHS.  
The portable laboratory and PHL are in close proximity to one another to better enable the DPH PHL 
to monitor testing processes.  

On June 10, 2008, your Board authorized DPH to accept a portable modular office facility from A-
TEK, Inc. for the PHL with an approximate value of $35,000.  DPH accepted the portable laboratory 
and assumed responsibility for routine maintenance and upkeep costs.  Upon installation of the new 
modular laboratory, estimated to be completed by June 30, 2013, the old trailer will be salvaged 
according to County policy and procedures.

All necessary permits have been obtained.  CEO has reviewed and approved the use of the 
property.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended action will allow the DPH PHL to continue to conduct air sample 
testing services and coordinated surveillance activities without disruption of services.

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
6/18/2013
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JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,
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